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	My wife, Ann Ebert-Oehlers, first introduced me to the passion of researching family history while co-researching "Singapore Eurasians, Memories & Hopes" a book which was published for the Singapore Eurasian Association. 
Ann is also my second cousin by virtue of sharing the same great-Grandmother, Augusta Jessie Leicester. With Ann's support and encouragement, my research commenced at the end of the year 2001.
This Leicester Family branch commenced with Robert Leicester, a Writer in the East India Company's service,being sent to Fort Marlborough in Bencoolen in 1777 [his country of origin is not known; yet]. In 1778 he was stationed at Moco Moco where he was taken prisoner by a local prince and a force had to be sent to his aid. In 1793 he held the rank of Senior Merchant. Died at the age of 54 at Fort Marlborough in 1813
As a descendant of Robert Leicester, and the 3rd great-Grandson of Edward Barnaby Leicester who came to Singapore, this study is close to my heart, and will continue to be part of my on-going quest to uncover links with my heritage and, as a result, discover so many kith and kin who, until recently, were unknown to me.
Robert Leicester's descendants have migrated to all corners of this earth; we are a global family. The advent of online computer search and electronic mail, has helped to expedite searches, and links are now being made. I have discovered cousins I didn't know existed. 
Yet only a fraction of the current living generations of the Bencoolen Leicester family have been found. To know our roots and what we have become and made of ourselves remains on-going, and in the process our global Bencoolen Leicester Family Links can only grow.
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